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Having qualified in the northern 

zone competition held in Ireland, 

the St Jamesõs squad was back 

into training for the upcoming 

finals. Members of the girlsõ team 

included Lauren Fielding, Laura 

Hilton, Rebecca Howard and 

Olivia Whittaker who were to 

c o m p e t e  a g a i n s t  m a n y        

gymnasts older than themselves 

in the under 19s girls category. 

Also representing St Jamesõs was 

Aaron Howell, who had qualified 

in Ireland as an individual within 

the under 19s boys   

category.  

Leading the team was 

coach Sue Williams who 

w a s  h u n g r y  f o r          

successful results in 

what would be the last 

time the Year 11s would 

compete with her. Held in       

Birmingham on the 13 th March, 

the national finals took place 

and it was time to see if all the 

training had paid off.  

First to compete was    

Aaron Howell. After the 

warm ups he completed 

two good routines,  

achieving high scores and 

gaining the maximum  

tariff score possible. 

Proudly winning the      

national title, Aaron then 

waited to see if the girlsõ 

team was to maintain the           

successful results.  

The girls competed later and each 

individual performed well, 

adding to the team score 

and the chances of a top 3 

finish looked good. Although 

the competition was tough, 

the girls pulled through 

achieving an exceptional  

result of 2 nd  place.  

Returning to school with a first and 

second place in a national       

competition, the trampoliners have 

embraced their win, posing for   

local newspapers and we at St 

Jamesõs are very proud of them 

a n d  t h e i r  o u t s t a n d i n g         

achievements.  

The football match of the 

century, maybe not but it 

was for a good cause that 

the staff and Year 11s 

clashed on the astro -turf as 

part of the Holocaust       

Memorial Day events.  

There was plenty of action 

and the Year 11s 

came at the staff 

will full force and 

came close to 

winning so many 

times but the staff 

came out on top thanks to a  

goal from Mr Quinn.  

It was all good fun but we 

must remember the reason 

behind the match. Peace 

and cohesion between  

everyone in this school and 

how lucky we are because 

of this but those who were 

discriminated against during 

the holocaust were not so 

lucky and that their lives 

were torn to shreds and the        

message behind 

the match was to 

show that every-

one is equal and 

that we must stop 

those terr ib le    

actions from happening 

again.   

The Trampoline Team werenõt the only winners 

this term. The Year 9 Football Team have won 

the Bolton Schools Town Cup.  

Here they are with Mr Hogg and the George 

Fell trophy.  
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The annual dance show,    

hosted by St Jamesõ talented 

staff and pupils, took place on  

Thursday 17 th March. It showed 

off the huge range of skills and    

talents our school possesses 

and must have made many 

people very proud.  

Jessica Barlow, Year 11, as well as 

being one of the dancers in the    

routines, also took on the role of 

choreographer ð a job well 

done. Not all the credit can be 

given to her however, as the P.E 

s t a f f  t h e m s e l v e s  h a v e           

choreographed dances for 

their own groups.  

Miss Battersbyõs Year 8s created 

ôMean Girlsõ and her Year 7s   

performed Twilight ð both very 

popular movies. In Miss Grangeõs 

Year 7 ôThrillerõ group, the zombies 

did this hit justice 

a n d  t h e 

makeup was 

really realistic; 

Mr Hoggõs Year 

7s produced a 

r o u t i n e  t o 

ôRockyõ of 64 

counts ð a    

difficult task, but  they 

were knock out! ôItõs a 

Hard Knock Lifeõ, was 

performed by Year 7 pupils with guest 

appearances from Miss Lowis and 

Jessica Barlow.  

Other dances included 

ôJai Hoõ which, after minor 

technical difficulties, 

eventually started and 

was great! ôJungle Bookõ ð 

I (and many others Iõm 

sure) enjoyed the parts 

when Mr Whittaker was 

on stage. Another classic 

was ôTarzanõ performed by the      

Ye a r  1 1  B TE C  G r o u p  a n d                

ôDi r t y  Danc ing õ which was                

choreographed by Olivia Grundy 

(Yr11) and Kerri Robinson 

(Yr11), who worked along-

side Year 

7s and 

Year 8s to 

bring this 

piece to 

life. 

Year 10 and 11 

d a n c e r s  w e r e      

exceptional as they 

came on stage a 

number of times to     

perform dances such as: ôOh What A 

Nightõ, ôLove Is In The Airõ, ôBeggingõ 

and a ôStep-up Medley õ, the 

latter was choreographed by 

Taneisha Williams from Year 10. 

The list went on to include 

ôMoulin Rougeõ, ôBurlesqueõ and 

finally ôChicagoõ.  S o l o            

performances such as that  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 
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As we move closer to the summer 

term, life at St Jamesõs is as busy as 

ever. We have shared some amazing 

experiences this term, such as the 

Holocaust Memorial Exhibition and 

the Architecture and Maths        

Workshops. And it doesnõt stop 

thereé.. we are now planning for our 

50th celebration of the opening of St 

Jamesõs in November 2011. The staff 

and pupils at St Jamesõs always go 

that extra mile.  

Examinations  

We wish all our Year 11 pupils all the 

very best in their forthcoming final 

examinations . We hope that all the 

extra support and excellent teaching 

has enabled them to be fully         

prepared for the task ahead. We 

hope it will be another record      

breaking year.  

A reminder to Years 7 -10 that their 

summer exams are during the week 

beginning 9th May . Could parents 

please encourage their children to 

use the VLE and the many additional 

sites, such as My Maths, to support 

their learning.  

Great news on Attendance  

I am very pleased to announce that 

our attendance rates are excellent  

at the moment and we have even 

met the aspirational target set by the 

Government. I think this not only   

emphasises that our young people 

enjoy coming to school but also the 

commitment from parents in          

supporting our attendance policy 

and not taking their children out of 

school during term time. Thank you.  

Changes in Education Policy  

You may have heard about the 

many educational changes that 

have been proposed by the         

coalition Government and it is      

important that I share with you some 

of our thoughts for what appears to 

be an uncertain future.  

Firstly, the Governors, staff and I do 

not favour the academy route  at this 

moment in time, as we feel we would 

not benefit from such a move and 

that it could possibly erode the     

distinctive Christian nature of St 

Jamesõs.  

Secondly, you will be aware that there 

have been cuts in education and this 

has resulted in some support staff    

contracts coming to an end. I will give 

you more information regarding the 

staff involved in the summer edition - 

but for now, it goes without saying that 

we are very sorry to lose such                  

remarkable staff and wish them the 

very best for the future. Finally, I have 

put together an article on the English   

Baccalaureate (EBac)  in this newsletter 

for your information.  

Centre of Excellence  

We know we have some fantastic   

departments in our school but we were 

honoured to be chosen to become 

one of the three Geography Hubs  for 

Greater Manchester which means we 

have been identified as a centre of 

excellence. Well done to Mr Hulme and 

the team.  

Improving Communication  

Communication with parents is         

important to us and I feel we need to 

do more. With this in mind we plan to 

set up the following from September:  

Text messaging  

Improved email access  

A new information evening for Year7 

and 11 early in September  

Secure online access to pupil       

records  

Online payment systems  

Cashless catering system  

A new parentsõ committee looking 

at school improvement.  

If you are interested in being a member 

of the parentsõ committee then please 

express interest via  

whiteheadm@st -james.bolton.sch.uk .  

Change to the School Day  

As you will be aware from the letter 

sent to you in January, the change to 

Wednesdays takes place from         

September 2011. Pupils will leave 

school on Wednesdays at 2.20 p.m. as 

opposed to 3.15 p.m. More          

information will follow regarding 

transport, extra -curricular activities 

and any special arrangements. 

Many thanks for your support with 

this as we aim towards further     

improving teaching and learning 

through a weekly, robust Continual 

Professional Development (CPD) 

programme for all our staff. I really 

feel that this will help us move from 

a very good school to an             

outstanding one.  

As you read on, I am sure like me, 

you will be so proud of our students 

and staff for the part they play in 

making St Jamesõs so special ð from 

a group of pupils who have set up 

ôEmbraceõ, a Christian prayer 

group, to the students who won and 

came runners -up in the              

Trampolining Nationals. From the 

musical extravaganzas to the    

wonderful Dance shows. A special 

mention must go to Gerrard        

Collingborn in Year 10 who has 

been chosen to play the young  

Jesus in the Passion for Bolton play in 

Bolton Town Centre on Easter      

Saturday - Good Luck, Gerrard.  

So much to celebrate éé.. 

Wishing you all a peaceful and   

enjoyable Easter break  

 

Mrs T Lewyckyj 
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From 16 May 2011  children aged 11 

to 16 years must have an igo pass to 

pay concessionary child fares on 

buses in Greater Manchester.  

The existing GMPTE ID16 will no longer 

be accepted and bus companies 

will charge higher fares if an igo pass 

is not shown to the driver.  

Children of any age will need an 

igo pass to buy a Junior Bus Saver 

season ticket.  

The igo pass is only available to 

children who live in Greater 

Manchester, or attend full time 

education at a school in  

Greater Manchester.  

To find out more go to:  

www.gmpte.com/igo  

Parents will also be aware of 

the changes and possible 

cuts  Bolton Council are    

looking to make to the      

concessionary bus fares for 

pupils who travel to Voluntary 

Aided schools from outside of 

their area. No changes have 

been confirmed but we      

expect to know shortly and 

will keep you informed.   

YEAR 11 PUPILS  

You have had your individual timetables so you now know when all your exams are.  

The Prom is on June 23 rd which is also the day of the last of the Year 11 GCSE exams, so you will not want to 

book a holiday starting before Friday June 24 th. 

Results Day is Thursday August 25 th. School will be open from 10 a.m. for you to collect your results. Come 

to the Hall between 10 a.m. and 12 noon. After that the results will be at reception.  

If you canõt come on the day, you have two options: 

1. Leave a stamped addressed envelope with Miss Weston and she will post your results to you.  

2. Someone else can collect your results for you; that person must have a note signed by you that 

gives them permission, and proof of ID for themselves.  

Please note we cannot give results over the phone, by e -mail or fax.  

YEAR 10 PUPILS 

Your internal examinations will be in the week beginning Monday May 9 th apart from English, which will be 

later in the term.  

If you have chosen Geography and/or Media Studies as Options you will be taking one of the Unit exams 

this summer. Both subjectsõ exams are on Monday June 13 th; Geography in the morning and Media Studies 

in the afternoon.  There are Science Unit tests on June 28 th. You will be able to collect your marks on Results 

Day (see Year 11 information above) but you wonõt get any GCSE grades because you are not           

completing any subjects this time.  

YEAR 7,  8 AND 9 PUPILS 

You will have school internal exams in the week beginning Monday May 9 th.  

Year 9 Functional Skills tests are on Tuesday May 10 th. 

mailto:whiteheadm@st-james.bolton.sch.uk
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Parents/Carers can now email 

school to inform us of any changes 

to contact details i.e. Address,      

telephone numbers. Please email  

pupildata@st -james.bolton.sch.uk  

If you havenõt already can you 

please email this address with a 1 st 

and 2 nd  contact email so we can 

update your child/childrenõs record. 

Mrs Slack  

Pupil Data & Assessment Manager  

Autumn Term ï 2011  

Monday 5th September  Staff Day 

Tuesday 6th September  Term Begins 

Mon 24th Oct ï Fri 28th Oct Half Term 

Friday 18th November  Occasional Day  

Monday 21st November  Queenôs Jubilee Chosen Date 

Thursday 22nd December Term Ends 

(71 days)  

Spring Term ï 2012  

Monday 9th January  Term Begins  

Monday 20th ï Fri. 24th Feb Half Term 

Friday 30th March   Term Ends 

(55 days) 

Summer Term ï 2012  

Monday 16th April   Term Begins 

Friday 4th May   Occasional Day 

Monday 7th May   Bank Holiday 

Monday 4th ï Friday 8th June Bank Holiday & Half Term 

Friday 20th July   Term Ends 

(63 days) 

Please note that pupils are not in school on Occasional 
Days  

This year pupils will be in school for 189 days due to the Queenõs 

Jubilee Celebration.   

As mentioned in the letter sent to Years 7 -

10 in February, we would like to set up a 

Parentsõ Council that can help us move 

the school from the great school we are 

to an outstanding one.  

If you can spend one evening a term, 

contribute to discussions or have some 

good ideas then we would love to hear 

from you. The meetings will be informal 

and offer a space to share ideas. You will 

meet with the SLT, staff and pupils 

throughout the year and focus on some 

of the main school priorities such as the 

new change to Wednesdays and how 

this impacts in the classroom,             

communication between home and 

school and many more.  

If you are interested, please contact 

Mandy Whitehead, The Headteacherõs 

PA at school or on   

WhiteheadM@st -james.bolton.sch.uk  

THANKS THIS ISSUE TO: 
Natalie Broadstock, Lisa Norcross, Bethany 

Lythgoe, Lauren Valentine, Leena Zafrani, Hayden Makin, Amber 

Wilkinson, Tejal Rana, Abigail Lythgoe, James Sowcroft, Hiral Koria, 

Maarya Giga, Sara Iqbal, Gerrard Collingborn, Penelope       

Townsend, Sam Edney, Benjamin Bonnet, Corben Davies, Josh 

Davidson, Max Gregory, Liam Brooks, Katie Harper, Sam Young, 

Lauren Colgan, Jasmine Delvard, James Edney, Saskia Lee, Emilia 

Singh, Pritesh Patel, Craig Merrifield, Salaha Ashraf, Emily Kearns, 

Anita Vekaria, Courtney Southern, Mercy Olagunju, Aaron Howell, 

Almas Shaikh, Mr Heyes, Miss, McColl, Miss Wood, Mrs Lewyckyj, 

Mrs Owen, Miss Whittle, Mrs Allen, Miss Lowis, Mrs Cunliffe, Mr   

Whittaker, Mr J. Entwistle, Miss Gregory, Mr Bahakam, Miss Finch, 

Miss Weston and Mrs Pearson  
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In January our school got together to 

commemorate the Holocaust.  

Staff from all across the 

school transformed the 

Drama Studio to create a 

learning experience   

intended to touch all the 

senses. òWe wanted to 

create an atmosphere 

that took visitors ôout of 

the school õ, so Mrs Taylor 

designed a covered 

walkway which gave the 

effect of a darkened  

corridor lit by specially 

made flickering lanterns. 

Nobody knew what to 

expect as they walked past the piles 

of hair and       

approached the            

a b a n d o n e d     

Sabbath table.  

òI wondered what 

was happening 

when they took 

our bags and our 

shoes off us at the 

start,ó said       

Gerrard Collingbourne. òThen Mrs  

Allen handed me a card with a      

picture of a young boy on it. In the 

exhibition there was a huge picture of 

him (Ben) and some other people 

who had been in the camps. I        

followed Benõs story. I 

also found his suitcase 

and imagined how he 

fe l t  to have h is             

belongings taken from 

him. Then I discovered 

what had  happened to 

him. He had survived the 

camp and went to live in 

America. I was really  

relieved actually but it 

wasnõt the same ending 

for the others.  

Lorenzo Soruri, Year 9 said, òIt 

was really good having the 

headphones on. It meant 

you could walk around and 

listen to the script without 

being distracted and just 

learn by yourself. I watched 

some PowerPoint slides and 

read about the history.  

But it was not confined to the 

past. Tuning into Installation 

Number 9, we listened to the   

stories of pupils today describing 

their own experiences of prejudice 

and discrimination. There were    

written descriptions by our young 

people entitled ôWhat Itõs Like To 

Be In My Shoesõ, many of whom 

come to school each day     

masking pain in their hearts. òWe 

often have no idea what is going 

on in other 

peopleõs lives 

and that was a 

real reminder 

about how we 

should treat 

one another,ó 

said a member 

of staff. òSome 

Year 8 pupils had 

created their own 

òMy Life in a Boxó 

and i t was       

fascinating to see 

what they had put inside; photos, 

jewellery, special pieces of clothing, 

teddies and medals.ó  

Leila Safi, Year 9, added, òThere 

were ten large candles burning, in 

memory of the ten million who 

were murdered. We got to write a 

prayer and light a candle if we 

wanted. The prayer board was 

absolutely covered. Itõs hard for us 

to imagine what things were like 

but this was a really  

powerful way to learn . 

Mrs Owen said, òThe       

project was intended to 

raise awareness of and  

educate about prejudice 

and discrimination and to 

focus on values such as 

t o l e r a n c e ,  r e s p e c t ,       

c o m p a s s i o n ,  l o v e ,          

belonging and, essentially, 

to understand ôwhat it 

means to be human.õ  

The intention was not 

to shock or offend. We 

even had some visitors 

from the local primary 

school.  

Everyone agreed 

that it was a    

t r e m e n d o u s     

privilege to be 

part of.  

òSeeing the pile of shoes 
that we had been making 
the week before helped 
me to understand more. 
It made me realise how 
much I take for granted 

in my own life.�  ́

�³We also got invited to 
take a piece of coloured 

thread to wear as a 
reminder that we are all 
different shapes, sizes, 
colours, cultures and  

personalities and to show 
our commitment to the 

valuing of all life.�  ́

�³I am proud to belong to 
a school that remembers 
these terrible events in 
such a respectful way. I 
have learned so much. 

Thank you.�  ́


